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       April 15, 2020 
 
 
Superintendent Olson Answers Questions; Alumni Create Tutoring Non-Profit 
 

Good afternoon Monticello families, 

First off, let me start with a huge thank you! We received more than 800 responses to our 
Distance Learning survey last week. That’s amazing! You provided us with invaluable feedback 
that will help us continue to fine-tune and improve, while building on our early successes. You 
also turned in some really great questions. You can find answers to a few of the most common 
questions right here! I will plan to get to more questions next week. Thank you for taking the 
time to submit your answers and questions - it is a huge help to me personally and to us as a 
district. 

I have some really cool news to share with you all this week. Starting tomorrow, a group called 
Monticello Education Connection will be rolling out a free, virtual tutoring program available to all 
Monticello School District students! The idea for this program came from Grace Schillewaert, 
and a handful of other young Monticello alumni. The incredible servant leadership they’ve 
shown in coming up with this program is staggering to me, and further proof that this community 
is the greatest place in the world to educate children. 

This tutoring program is a registered non-profit and will be offering tutoring for ALL students, K-
12, in all subjects, for free. The program will accept donations. Tutoring will be done via Google 
Hangouts, and is scheduled through the group’s website - 
https://www.monticelloeducationconnection.com/which will go live tomorrow. Tutoring sessions 
are half an hour long and are even offered for Spanish speaking students in K-5. The group has 
gathered nearly 70 volunteers, consisting largely of college students, young alumni, a few 
community members, a few retired teachers, and even current MHS students. One of these 
current MHS students, Ally Frickel, connected with Grace and her team early to begin 
connecting some of her ideas on how to serve the community through an upcoming book drive 
and to write letters to Senior Citizens in our community. 

The program’s mission is to enrich the community of Monticello by providing equitable 
educational opportunities for all. We strive to bridge the gap between the abilities of teachers, 
the sanity of parents, and the needs of their students by providing a free digital tutoring service, 
along with other educational resources. 

While this is not an official affiliate of Monticello School District, we are so grateful for the 
innovation and leadership and we believe this could be an awesome opportunity for our families. 
Once the website is live it will have much more detailed information about the tutoring sessions 
and how to sign up. I encourage you to check it out! 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UOlLVwq_0Ws
https://www.monticelloeducationconnection.com/
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Thank you ALL for everything you are doing to make the best out of this trying situation. Amidst 
the misfortunes of this situation, we continue to feel so fortunate to be in this community, to be 
educating our students, and partnering with our families. 

Stay safe and stay well, 

 

Superintendent Eric Olson 
 
 


